FOUR        TALES        BY         ZELIDE

either to my resped for you or to the inviolable
attachment that I have sworn to you; neverthe-
less, if I had a throne to give you or even a passable
fortune, I should not hesitate; but I am almosl:
ruined, you are far younger than I am; of what
service would it be to you to leave you a title
without a fortune ^ Either I know my public ill,
or the lady who has gained nothing by being my
companion but the pleasure of making the man
who adored her the happiest of men, will be more
respected than one to whom a title and a rank
were bequeathed.' "1

You will be surprised, perhaps, madam, at the
exactness of my memory, or you may even suspe6t
me of supplementing and embellishing it. Ah!
when I have completed your acquaintance with her
whose words I retail, you will not think thus, nor
will you be surprised at my recollecting with so
much precision the first conversations that we had
together. For some time back they have indeed
returned to me in astonishing detail; I see the
place where she spoke, and I think to hear her
still. But in order that you should grow to know
her better I must now return to the comparisons
that I have not ceased to make since the first
moment that I had the happiness of meeting you.
More silent than you with those who were
indifferent to her, as loving as you but childless,
she was even more caressing, more attentive, more

1 Original footnote " He was mistaken m his world,
and reasoned foolishly "
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